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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Usui 
(US 6,629,753). 

3. Regarding Claim 1 , Usui discloses a.data processing system comprising: a 
requester apparatus for making a request for a first process, which is performed on the 
basis of first processing data upon predetermined processing target data (color 
conversion data at the request of request source) (col. 7, lines 30-43), and a second 
process, which is performed upon the processing target data subjected to the first 
process (printing of the printing data based on color conversion data) (col. 7, lines 30- 
43); a data supplying apparatus for supplying the first processing data (data supplied by 
a request source) (col. 7, lines 10-20); a first processing apparatus for executing the first 
process on the basis of the supplied first processing data (management unit converts 
the printing data based on the conversion tables) (col. 7, lines 30-43); and a second 
processing apparatus for executing the second process on the basis of its own 
characteristic upon the processing target data subjected to the first process (printing of 
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the printing data based on color conversion data) (col. 7, lines 30-43), wherein: the first 
process includes a correction process for correcting on the processing target data, on 
the basis of the characteristic of the second processing apparatus (management unit 
converts printing data to data suitable for printing carried out on each printer) (printing of 
the printing data based on color conversion data) (col. 7, lines 30-43); the first 
processing apparatus makes a request for the first processing (color conversion data 
sent to management unit) (col. 10, lines 65-66); and when the first processing data is 
supplied to the first processing apparatus in response to the request data (order 
receiving station obtains from management unit color conversion data corresponding to 
the printer) (col. 11, lines 60-63), the first processing apparatus executes the first 
process on the basis of the supplied first processing data (management unit converts 
the printing data based on the conversion tables) (col. 7, lines 30-43). 

4. Regarding Claim 2, Usui discloses a data processing system, wherein: the 
processing target data is first image data (printing data); the correction process corrects 
the first image data (color conversion data), on the basis of the characteristic of the 
second processing apparatus, which executes the second process (management unit 
converts the printing data to data suitable for printing carried out on each printer); and 
the first processing data is data indicating the characteristic of the second processing 
apparatus for executing the second process (printing characteristic information) (col. 7, 
lines 30-43). 

5. Regarding Claim 3, Usui discloses a data processing system, wherein: the 
second process is a process for forming a second image (converted data); and the 
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second processing apparatus forms the second image on the basis of the its own 
characteristic (each color conversion table contains color conversion data unique to 
each printer) (col. 7, lines 53-67). 

6. Regarding Claim 4, Usui discloses a data processing system, wherein: the first 
processing apparatus makes an inquiry to the requester apparatus as to whether or not 
to execute the first process unless the first processing data is supplied to the first 
processing apparatus in response to the request (request source requests to carry out 
printing of the printing data); and the first processing apparatus executes the first 
process except the correction process (test printing is carried out on the printer), when 
an instruction to execute the first process is given from the requester apparatus in 
response to the inquiry (request source may confirm or examine the result of the test 
printing before plural printers carry out printing of the printing data) (col. 10, lines 36-50). 

7. Regarding Claim 5, Usui discloses a data processing system, further comprising: 
a third processing apparatus for forming a second image on the basis of its own 
characteristic, wherein: when the second processing apparatus forms the second image 
corresponding to the second image data (terminal sends the reflected color conversion 
data, the reflected delivery specification data and print specification data to 
management unit), the first processing apparatus performs the first process to generate 
the second image data on the basis of the first processing data corresponding to the 
second processing apparatus (upon receipt of these data pieces, management unit 
selects one or more stations, each including printer that is most suitable for carrying out 
printing of the print data) (col. 12, lines 7-18); and when the third processing apparatus 
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forms the second image corresponding to the second image data, the first processing 
apparatus performs the first process to generate the second image data on the basis of 
second processing data, which is used to correct the first image data so as to conform a 
result of image formation by the second processing apparatus to a result of image 
formation by the third processing apparatus (request source edits the print specification 
and delivery specification) (col. 12, lines 42-47). 

8. Regarding Claim 6, Usui discloses a data processing system, further comprising: 
an accounting device for accounting for use of one of the first processing data and the 
second processing data when the one of the first processing data and the second 
processing data is used in the first process (management unit calculates an estimated 
printing fee for the printing of the printing data) (col. 12, lines 18-30). 

9. Regarding Claims 7 and 14, Usui discloses an image processing apparatus and 
method for performing a color correction process on the basis of: first color 
characteristic data indicating color characteristic with which a first image forming 
apparatus forms image data (color conversion tables each corresponding to each 
printer 21) (col. 7, lines 61-67) (Fig. 1 shows a plurality of printers 21, therefore 
there are a plurality of color conversion tables, for each specific printer 21) and 
second color characteristic data indicating color characteristic with which a second 
image forming apparatus forms the image data (color conversion tables each 
corresponding to each printer 21) (col. 7, lines 61-67) (Fig. 1 shows a plurality of 
printers 21, therefore there are a plurality of color conversion tables, for each 
specific printer 21), so as to conform a result of an image into which the second image 
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forming apparatus forms the image data to a result of another image into which the first 
image forming apparatus forms the image data (management unit converts printing data 
to data suitable for printing carried out on each printer based on the color conversion 
data registered in color conversion tables, each corresponding to each printer) (col. 7, 
lines 61-67), the image processing apparatus comprising: an acquisition unit for 
acquiring the first color characteristic data and the second color characteristic data (Fig. 

I , color conversion tables 1 1); a generation unit for generating third color characteristic 
data, which is used in the color correction process (color conversion data is corrected 
via the keyboard of terminal 23), from the first color characteristic data and the second 
color characteristic data (result of the test printing of printing data) (col. 10, lines 54-67, 
col. 11, liens 1-9)); an evaluation unit for evaluating quality of the third color 
characteristic data (request source proofs, checks colors to be printed on printer) (col. 

I I , lines 3-9); a calculation unit for calculating a fee for generating the third color 
characteristic data on the basis of the quality obtained as a result of the evaluation 
(management unit calculates an estimated printing fee for the printing of the printing 
data) (col. 12, lines 18-20); and an accounting device for accounting for the calculated 
fee (management unit calculates an estimated printing fee for the printing of the printing 
data) (col. 12, lines 18-20). 

10. Regarding Claims 8 and 15, Usui discloses an image processing apparatus and 
method comprising: a first process unit for executing a first process upon first image 
data (data to be printed) on the basis of first processing data in response to a request 
from a requester apparatus (management unit sends printing data to plurality of 
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printers), so as to obtain second image data (management unit converts the printing 
data to data suitable for printing carried out on each printer based on color conversion 
tables) (col. 7, lines 30-43); and a processing data request unit for making a request for 
the first processing data (printing data is carried out among the plural printers based on 
printer specifications and a print specification) (col. 7, lines 44-52), wherein: when the 
first processing data is supplied in response to the request of the processing data 
request unit, the first process unit executes the first process including a correction 
process for correcting characteristic of a second processing apparatus, which will 
perform a second process upon the second image data (color conversion tables each 
corresponding to each printer 21) (col. 7, lines 61-67) (Fig. 1 shows a plurality of 
printers 21, therefore there are a plurality of color conversion tables, for each 
specific printer 21). 

1 1 . Regarding Claim 9, Usui discloses an image processing apparatus wherein: the 
first process unit makes an inquiry to the requester apparatus as to whether or not to 
execute the first process unless the first processing data is supplied in response to the 
request (request source requests to carry out printing of the printing data); and the first 
process unit executes the first process except the correction process (test printing is 
carried out on the printer) when an instruction to execute the first process is given from 
the requester apparatus in response to the inquiry (request source may confirm or 
examine the result of the test printing before plural printers carry out printing of the 
printing data (col. 10, lines 36-50). 
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12. Regarding Claim 10, Usui discloses an image processing apparatus, further 
comprising: a second processing unit for forming the second image data on the basis of 
second characteristic (converted data); wherein: when the second image data is formed 
on the basis of first characteristic (printing data carried out on each printer based on 
color conversion data), the first process unit performs the first process on the basis of 
the first processing data corresponding to the first characteristic, to generate the second 
image data (management unit converts printing data suitable for printing carried out on 
each printer based on conversion tables); when the second processing unit forms the 
second image data, the first process unit performs the first process on the basis of 
second processing data to generate the second image data (color conversion tables 
each corresponding to each printer 21) (col. 7, lines 61-67) (Fig. 1 shows a plurality of 
printers 21, therefore there are a plurality of color conversion tables, for each 
specific printer 21); and the second processing data is used to correct the first image 
data as the second image data so as to conform a result of image formation with the 
first characteristic to a result of image formation by the second processing unit 
(converted printed data printed by printer) (col. 6, lines 60-67). 

13. Regarding Claims 1 1 and 16, Usui discloses an accounting apparatus and 
method for accounting for use of first processing data in a first process on first image 
data, the accounting apparatus comprising: a reception unit for receiving a notice from 
image processing apparatus (data to be printed), wherein: the image processing 
apparatus includes: a first process unit for executing a first process on the first image 
data on the basis of the first processing data in response to a request from a requester • 
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apparatus (management unit sends printing data to a plurality of printers) (col. 7, lines 
30-43); and a processing data request unit for making a request for the first processing 
data (management unit sends data to plurality of printers) (col. 7, lines 30-43); and the 
notice indicates that the first process unit has executed the first process including a 
correction process for correcting the second image data on the basis of first 
characteristic with the first processing data supplied in response to the request unit 
(management unit converts the printing data to data suitable for printing carried out on 
each printer) (col. 7, lines 30-43), the accounting apparatus further comprising: an 
accounting device for accounting the requester apparatus for the use of the first 
processing data in the first process the execution of which the notice has been given 
(management unit serves to function as a printing fee calculation unit) (col. 9, lines 51- 
58). 

14. Regarding Claim 12, Usui discloses an accounting apparatus, wherein: the 
second image data is further formed on the basis of second characteristic (converted 
data); when the second image data is formed on the basis of the first characteristic 
(printing data carried out on each printer based on color conversion data), the first 
process is performed on the basis of the first processing data corresponding to the first 
characteristic so as to generate the second image data (management unit converts 
printing data suitable for printing carried out on each printer based on conversion 
tables); when the second data is formed on the basis of the second characteristic, the 
first process is performed on the basis of second processing data ( test printing of the 
printing data) (col. 111, lines 36-50); the second processing data is used to correct the 
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first image data as the second image data so as to conform a result of image formation 
with the first characteristic to a result of image formation by the second processing unit 
(on the basis of the result of the test printing of printing data, color conversion is 
corrected) (col. 10, lines 61-67, col. 11, lines 1-9); the reception unit receives the 
notification of the execution of the first process, which is based on one of the first 
processing data and the second processing data (corrected color conversion data is 
sent to management unit) (col. 10, lines 61-67, col. 1 1 , lines 1-9); and the accounting 
device accounts on the requester for the use of the one of the first processing data and 
the second processing data in the first process about the execution of which the notice 
has been given (estimated printing fee and the estimated length of time are notified to 
order receiving station) (col. 13, lines 16-26). 

15. Regarding Claim 13, Usui discloses a data processing method comprising: 
making a request for a first process (data to be printed), which is performed on the basis 
of first processing data upon predetermined processing target data, and a second 
process (converted data), which is performed upon the processing target data subjected 
to the first process (management unit converts the printing data to data suitable for 
printing carried out on each printer based on color conversion tables) (col. 7, lines 31- 
43); supplying the first processing data (data to be printed); executing the first process 
on the basis of the supplied first processing data by a first process apparatus 
(management data sends printing data to a plurality of printers); and executing the 
second process on the basis of a predetermined characteristic upon the processing 
target data subjected to the first process by a second process apparatus (printing 
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characteristic data), wherein: the first process includes a correction process for 
correcting the processing target data, on the basis of the characteristic of the second 
processing apparatus, which executes the second process (management unit converts 
the printing data to data suitable for printing carried out on each printer based on color 
conversion tables) (col. 7, lines 31-43); the first processing apparatus makes a request 
for the first processing data when the first process is executed (management data 
sends printing data to a plurality of printers); and when the first processing data is 
supplied to the first processing apparatus in response to the request, the first 
processing apparatus executes the first process on the basis of the supplied first 
processing data (management data sends printing data to a plurality of printers) (col. 7, 
lines 31-43). 

Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kurosawa et al. (US 6,035,059) discloses an image processing system capable 
of facilitating the highly accurate character recognition on the colored input images. 

Vatland et al. (US 6,091,507) discloses a network protocol, transmission format, 
and hardware interface facilitating high speed transmission of raster data from a host 
computer having a raster image processor to a printer. 

Vatland et al. (US 6,348,973) discloses a system of printing a document over a 
network including a network, a printer and a raster image processor. 
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Das (us 6,950,209) discloses a host-based method for identifying an area within 
a color layer of a page that is not to be painted when producing a final output page. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Satwant K. Singh whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7468. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8am - 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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